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DID JESUS GO TO HELL?
Don Lyles, DRE, Th.D., DD

Dave,
	I am very pleased we are communicating again.  I did not realize until your birthday that we are only two years apart in age.  Believe you turned 70 in the last month and I 68 the first week of the New Year.  Somehow I had you pegged as much older than me, probably because you were married when you were at FBBC.  I love Bible questions, they make me study and think in ways just studying Scripture doesn’t.
	You wrote and asked “Hey, Don what’s your take on the day(s) Jesus went to Hell – descended before ascension???  Do you connect this with Lazarus in A’s bosom, etc.?  I would value your thoughts on Ephesians 4.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]BIBLE PASSAGES:
The following references were mentioned in my reading.  If we are going to look at Scripture, I think we should look at all passages that may have a bearing on the topic. All Scriptures are from the New American Standard Bible, 1995. (NAS95) unless otherwise stated.  
Psalm 16:10, For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo decay. 
Matthew 12:40 Mt 12:40 for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA MONSTER, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
Luke 23:42-46, And he was saying, "Jesus, remember me when You come in Your kingdom!"  43 And He said to him, "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise."  44 ¶ It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness fell over the whole land until the ninth hour,  45 because the sun was obscured; and the veil of the temple was torn in two.  46 And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, "Father, INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT." Having said this, He breathed His last.
Luke 8:30-31, And Jesus asked him, "What is your name?" And he said, "Legion"; for many demons had entered him.  They were imploring Him not to command them to go away into the abyss.
Lu 23:43 And He said to him, "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise."
John 19:30, Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.
Joh 20:17 Jesus *said to her, "Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, 'I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God.'”
Acts 2:31, quoting from Psalm 16:10, he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY.
Ephesians 4:8-10, Therefore it says, "WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH, HE LED CAPTIVE A HOST OF CAPTIVES, AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO MEN."   9 (Now this expression, "He ascended," what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.)
Colossians 1:20-22, and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven. 21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach--
Colossians 2:15, When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.
Hebrews 4:14-15, Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.
 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.
1 Peter 3:19 (18-20), For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;
 19 in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison,
 20 who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.
Jude 1:6, Jude 1:6 And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day,
Revelation 9:11, They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon.
And passages using the phrase “Above,” as it applies to this topic.
Joh 3:31 He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh from heaven is above all. (KJV)
Joh 8:23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world. (KJV)
 Joh 19:11 Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. (KJV)
COMMENTS:
The Apostles Creed Prayer, first mentioned in 390 AD, mentions Jesus going to the dead or hell [depending on version] (http://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=1145)  
“I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Creator of Heaven and earth;
I believe in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. (added underline for emphasis)
On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into Heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Catholic Church,
the communion of Saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen.” 
	There is a complete continuum among Bible scholars on the question, Did Jesus go to hell?  Jesus said he would see the thief in Paradise, later that day.  Ephesians indicates Jesus spent time in Hell, which is it? There are good Bible scholars on all sides of this discussion.   Jesus said, "Truly I say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise" (Lu 23:43 NAS95) to the thief on the cross.  So if he went to hell, he was there for less than three days.  Jesus also said to Mary, "Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, 'I ascend to My Father (literally, step to my Father) and your Father, and My God and your God.” (John 20:17 NAS95)  So we know Jesus words that He was with the thief on the first day in Paradise and immediately after his resurrection. Let’s discuss this issue, but to be dogmatic on this sub point would be to be cultish.  
	One of the best teachings of Jesus on Paradise is in Luke 16:19f "Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, joyously living in splendor every day.  And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at his gate, covered with sores, and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were falling from the rich man's table; besides, even the dogs were coming and licking his sores.   "Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham's bosom; and the rich man also died and was buried.  "In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and *saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom.  
 24 "And he cried out and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in this flame.'
 25 "But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during your life you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and you are in agony.   'And besides all this, between us and you there is a great chasm fixed, so that those who wish to come over from here to you will not be able, and that none may cross over from there to us.'
 27 "And he said, 'Then I beg you, father, that you send him to my father's house-- for I have five brothers--in order that he may warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.'
 29 "But Abraham *said, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.'
	Is this figurative language, or is this an actual story, we won’t know until Glory, but we do have the teaching of a place other than Ouranos (Greek word translated heaven) and Hades, Sheol, Gehenna, Tartarus ( all translated hell)  Lazarus was in Abraham’s bosom or paradise which is transliterated from the Greek, Paradeiso and the rich man was in Hades and between them was a great gulf that they could see from one place to the other, but could not reach the other location because of the abyss.  The chasm could be earth between heaven and hades or it could be, as I was taught a huge cave with two sides.  This is the place; Jesus specifically states to the thief on the cross next to Him, “Today, you will be with me in Paradise.”
	Abraham’s bosom is not stated as heaven, they do appear to be two different places.   There are several points that can be made.  The first is that the geography of heaven is always spoken of as above and earth or hell is below.  I tend to think that the deeper we drill wells, the hotter the temperature.  Is it possible the center of the earth is hell; a place gravity would keep people from escaping.  The center of the earth should be hot, oppressive and dark, as Hell is described in Scripture.  We are not given this information, but I tend to believe the wording is such I do no disservice to the Holy Writ with this understanding.
Ephesians 4, states, “He also had descended (Greek, down-stepped) into the lower parts of the earth?”  (the Greek here is non-specific, “they up-stepped and down-stepped” 
There are several verses that indicate Jesus did more than take a leisurely vacation in Paradise after his Cross work and before his resurrection.  In fact, my understanding is that when he tells Mary, "Stop clinging to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, 'I ascend to My Father and your Father, and My God and your God.'"  (Joh 20:17 NAS95)  He appears to be in a hurry to complete his invisible cross work in heaven (above) There may be, much of the cross work that was out of our sight between Christ Jesus death and resurrection.
To answer the question directly, Acts 2:31, states clearly, that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY. [Caps in the text of NAS95] The Psalmist and Peter state clearly that Jesus Christ was in Hades and was released.  In those three days, his body did not rot.  In Ephesians 4:9, Paul writes, “"He ascended," what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth?”  This also appears to be saying Jesus went to Hades or Hell.  And finally Peter (3:19) states, “He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison,” While this passage does not indicate a time value, at some point Jesus spoke to unbodied spirits in prison, which certainly appears to be talking about Hades or Hell and would fit the scenario of Christ’s three days, post cross work and before his resurrection.
CONCLUSION:
	I believe after careful thought, that after Jesus cried out, “It is finished” he went to heaven to drop the thief off, made his way to Hades. This may be what the writer of Hebrews is thinking about when he states, “Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,” In Hades, he preached and possibly released Old Testament saints, stopped off to see Mary, guided Old Testament saints from Paradise to Heaven (this is not clearly stated in Scripture But it appears at some point, all saints will be in Heaven), and at some point came back, “and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time.” (1Co 15:5-6 NAS95) 

	So did Jesus go to Hades, yes.  There are too many verses that seem to indicate Jesus 	 went to, preached to those inhabiting Hades.  Did Jesus go directly to Paradise?  Yes.  He told the thief, he would see him in Paradise.   





